
E-MAIL CORRESPONDENCE 
 
FROM:  Ruben Duran 

Partner with Best Best & Krieger LLP, Attorneys at Law 
and CCHD General Counsel 

      (213) 787-2569 
  ruben.duran@bbklaw.com 
 
 
September 3, 2024 – Tuesday 
RE: Your Recent Public Records Requests 
From:   ruben.duran@bbklaw.com 
To:  :……………………………………………                
                                     

Good afternoon, Ms. Sutter        .  Thank you, again, for your patience as District staƯ and I 
are working to ensure proper compliance with the California Public Records Act (“CPRA”). 

It is clear from your email below that there is a certain degree of frustration and perhaps 
some misunderstanding about the District’s obligations under the CPRA.  For example, 
while you are correct that the District must allow a member of the public to review records 
that are not exempt from disclosure under the CPRA during regular business hours, courts 
and the Attorney General have opined that the right to inspect public records at the 
District’s oƯice is constrained by an implied rule of reason to protect records against theft, 
mutilation, or accidental damage; prevent interference with the orderly functioning of the 
oƯice; and generally avoid chaos in record archives.  Bruce v. Gregory (1967) 65 Cal.2d 
666, 676; Rosenthal v. Hansen (1973) 34 Cal.App.3d 754, 761; 64 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 317 
(1981).  Moreover, the District must have a reasonable opportunity to search for, collect, 
and, if necessary, redact exempt information prior to the records being disclosed in an 
inspection. 

I think you know that the District does not have a large workforce, and very often that small 
workforce is forced to handle many tasks at once in operating the harbor.  I know that Mr. 
Petrick understands the District’s obligations under the CPRA and expects his staƯ to 
comply at all times with the law.  I also know, however, that it can be a challenge to 
respond as quickly as you or another requester might like given the time 
constraints.  Regardless, however, I can assure you that the Board and Mr. Petrick are 
committed to full compliance with the CPRA and ask only for your understanding as the 
District staƯ balances its obligations under the CPRA with the many other day-to-day 
functions and operations of the Harbor. 



To that end, I respectfully request that you hold oƯ on filing a writ.  First, I believe it would 
be an unnecessary expenditure of your time and money, as the District intends to fully 
comply with the CPRA, and second, I understand that District staƯ is presently compiling 
the information you seek to inspect.  Further, although it is not legally required to do so, 
District staƯ is preparing a document that will answer the several questions you have 
recently asked with respect to expenditures using the District’s credit card.  As you review 
that information and the documents that will be produced (or that you will be able to 
inspect in person when they are ready and staƯ can be available to assist in that review), I 
wanted to make you aware of the following: 

Your allegations that Mr. Petrick has “mishandled” public funds are serious and, as the 
District’s legal counsel, I take them seriously.  From what I have been able to review thus 
far, I believe that all of the expenditures for which you seek documentation were proper 
under all applicable law.  The Crescent City Harbor District, as a California special district 
formed under the authority of the California Harbors & Navigation Code, is not like a 
typical California public agency.  It must compete with other harbors and ports up and 
down the West Coast in enticing business to its harbor.  For that reason, the law gives 
CCHD and other harbor districts broad authority (as cited below) to promote the business 
interests of the District.  Among other things, the District “may manage the business of the 
district and promote the maritime and commercial interests by proper advertisement of 
its advantages and by the solicitation of business within or without the district, within 
other States or in foreign countries, through such employees or agencies as are expedient” 
(Harbors & Navigation Code, section 6077.4).  Further District leadership “may do all 
other acts necessary and convenient for the full exercise of its powers”" (Harbors & 
Navigation Code, section 6078).  

In any event, you will be able to review responsive records and make your own 
judgment.  But, in the meantime, I again respectfully request that you allow the District just 
a little more time to gather the responsive documents and arrange a mutually-convenient 
time for your review. 

  

Thank you, 

Ruben 

 

 

 



September 4, 2024 – Wednesday 
CCHD Response to your CPRA Request 
From:   ruben.duran@bbklaw.com 
To:  :……………………………………………                
 
File No. 46709.00100 
VIA E-MAIL 
 
Re:  Crescent City Harbor District - Public Records Act Request Received on 

August 29, 2024 — Determination & Production Letter 
 
Dear Ms. Sutter        . : 
 
On behalf of Crescent City Harbor District (the “District”), this letter serves as a 
determination in response to your request for District records pursuant to the California 
Public Record Act (Government Code § 7920.000, et seq.) (“PRA”), received on August 
29, 2024. The PRA request seeks the following: 
 
“supporting documentation regarding Tim Petrick’s credit card charges from January 2024 
to August 2024. Including all Amazon charges.” 
 
The District has records responsive to the PRA request. The PRA permits local agencies to 
withhold records and information, in whole or in part, that are exempt from disclosure. 
Please be advised the District is withholding certain records from disclosure, in part, 
pursuant to the following exemptions: 
 
• The home addresses, and personal cell phone numbers of all public employees are 
exempt as disclosure would constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy pursuant to 
Government Code § 7928.300. For this reason, the public interest served by withholding 
the redacted information clearly outweighs any public interest served by disclosure 
pursuant to Government Code § 7922.000. 
 
• The public disclosure of partial credit card and bank account numbers could promote 
financial fraud and could compromise the financial security of the account holder. 
Therefore, the public interest served by withholding the redacted information clearly 
outweighs any public interest served by disclosure pursuant to Government Code § 
7922.000. 
 



With the production and provisions within this letter, the District deems the PRA request 
complete. Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions regarding the 
information provided in this letter. 
Sincerely, 
 
Ruben Duran 
for BEST & KRIEGER LLP 
 
RD:cmb 
46709.00100\42645463.1 
Best Best & Krieger LLP 
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RESPONSE TO CPRA REQUEST FOR TIM PETRICK CCHD CEO/HARBORMASTER CREDIT CARD RECEIPTS 
(covering time period 1 January through 31 July 2024) 

The table below reflects all charges made by CEO/Harbormaster Tim Petrick on the CCHD business credit card during the 
requested time period. A single small charge identified as “personal” has been reimbursed to CCHD by personal check. Copies 
of the relevant portions of all credit card statements appear on the following pages. All available receipts are available for review. 

PERIOD REF DATE STATEMENT MEMO AMOUNT REMARKS

JAN '24 1 14-Dec-23 GW CaliHarbor-ConfReg MONTEREY CA 599.00$      CALI HARBOR CONFERENCE
2 14-Dec-23 GW Serv-Fee Kennesaw GA 17.97$        CALI HARBOR CONFERENCE
3 18-Dec-23 WAVE - *PAUL IRVING M LOS OSOS CA 750.00$      TIDAL CHART BOOKS
4 19-Dec-23 ARAMARK ASILOMAR RESOR PACIFIC GROVE CA 1,329.12$   CAHMPC CONFERENCE

n/a 21-Dec-23 SQ *PARAGON COFFEEHOUS Crescent City CA 200.00$     STAFF X-MAS APPRECIATION
n/a 22-Dec-23 STARBUCKS STORE 13637 CRESCENT CITY CA 17.50$       CCHD BREAKFAST MEETING

FEB '24 5 22-Jan-24 AMAZON RET* 113-030431 SEATTLE WA 62.78$        CHARGE CABLES CCHD PHONES
n/a 26-Jan-24 SQ *CRESCENT SEAFOOD Crescent City CA 25.65$       MEETING LEASE NEGOTIATION
6 30-Jan-24 ULINE *SHIP SUPPLIES 800-295-5510 WI 315.67$      OFFICE WINDOW REPAIR
7 29-Jan-24 GOLFBALLSCOM LAFAYETTE LA 362.85$      CONTRIBUTION TO CAHMPC
8 29-Jan-24 BLINDS.COM #2150 HOUSTON TX 363.65$      OFFICE WINDOW BLINDS
9 1-Feb-24 MOO PRINT WILMINGTON DE 189.62$      BUSINESS CARDS
10 7-Feb-24 PIZZA HUT 040144 CRESCENT CITY CA 180.05$      MEETING WITH FISHERMEN
11 7-Feb-24 GW CaliHarbor-ConfReg MONTEREY CA 549.00$     CALI HARBOR CONFERENCE
12 7-Feb-24 GW Serv-Fee Kennesaw GA 16.47$       CALI HARBOR CONFERENCE
13 9-Feb-24 ARAMARK ASILOMAR RESOR PACIFIC GROVE CA 1,001.84$   CAHMPC CONFERENCE

MAR '24 n/a 27-Feb-24 RBT SHELL OIL 50464860 EasySavings NY (0.75)$   FUEL CREDIT
14 19-Feb-24 CHEVRON 0203452 CRESCENT CITY CA 68.17$       FUEL- CCHD TO CONFERENCE
15 19-Feb-24 CHEVRON 0098548 PETALUMA CA 65.56$       FUEL- CCHD TO CONFERENCE
16 19-Feb-24 ARAMARK ASILOMAR RESOR PACIFIC GROVE CA 164.47$      CAHMPC CONFERENCE
17 21-Feb-24 DD DOORDASH BAGELKITC 8559731040 CA 75.15$        CAHMPC PARTICIPANT MEETING
n/a 20-Feb-24 PACIFIC GROVE GOLF LIN PACIFIC GROVE CA 127.26$      CAHMPC ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTION
18 21-Feb-24 DD DOORDASH TASTEOFIN 8559731040 CA 120.42$      CAHMPC PARTICIPANT MEETING
19 20-Feb-24 LUCKY #738 PACIFIC GROVE CA 53.08$       FUEL AT CONFERENCE
20 22-Feb-24 DD DOORDASH ANDRONICO 8559731040 CA 52.08$        CAHMPC PARTICIPANT MEETING
21 22-Feb-24 DD DOORDASH LITTLECAE 8559731040 CA 59.16$        CAHMPC PARTICIPANT MEETING
22 23-Feb-24 UBER EATS 8005928996 CA 65.28$        CAHMPC PARTICIPANT MEETING
23 26-Feb-24 DD DOORDASH TARGET 8559731040 CA 37.52$        POSTER REPAIR SESSION
24 24-Feb-24 76 - SEI 37946 SAND CITY CA 67.09$       FUEL- CONFERENCE TO CCHD
25 24-Feb-24 SHELL OIL 504648600QPS RIO DELL CA 75.04$       FUEL- CONFERENCE TO CCHD
n/a 28-Feb-24 DD DOORDASH STARBUCKS 8559731040 CA 31.38$        PERSONAL  (REIMBURSED TO CCHD)
26 1-Mar-24 OTC BRANDS INC OMAHA NE 4,384.06$   CCHD EASTER EGG EVENT

APR '24 27 1-Apr-24 ZOOM.US 888-799-9666 SAN JOSE CA 159.90$     ZOOM ANNUAL RENEWAL
MAY '24 28 25-Apr-24 SAFEWAY #0954 CRESCENT CITY CA 233.77$      CHAMBER MIXER SUPPLIES

29 11-May-24 INTUIT *QuickBooks CL.INTUIT.COM CA 2,149.00$   QUICKBOOKS RENEWAL
JUN '24 30 15-May-24 AMAZON.COM*SZ39P2G13 SEATTLE WA 126.60$      CCHD MOWER BLADES

31 25-May-24 AMZN Mktp US*6I22F84R3 Amzn.com/bill WA 34.10$        WELDING TIPS
32 24-May-24 CURLY REDWOOD LODGE CRESCENT CITY CA 644.09$      NEW EMPLOYEE ORIENTATION
33 11-Jun-24 AMZN Mktp US*N023K4GW3 Amzn.com/bill WA 259.80$      OFFICE PRINTER TONER

JUL '24 n/a 24-Jun-24 INTUIT *QuickBooks CL.INTUIT.COM CA (987.89)$     QUICKBOOKS ONLINE CREDIT
34 13-Jun-24 ACME RIGGING & SUPPLY  707-4620567 CA 466.60$      CCHD CRANE LIFTING STRINGS
35 20-Jun-24 INTUIT *QuickBooks CL.INTUIT.COM CA 200.00$      QUICKBOOKS MONTHLY FEE
36 7-Jul-24 INTUIT *QuickBooks CL.INTUIT.COM CA 200.00$      QUICKBOOKS MONTHLY FEE

14,912.11$ 
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JANUARY 2024 
extract from US Bank Credit Card statement 

 
 
 
FEBRUARY 2024 
extract from US Bank Credit Card statement 
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MARCH 2024 
extract from US Bank Credit Card statement 

 
 
 
APRIL 2024 
extract from US Bank Credit Card statement 
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MAY 2024 
extract from US Bank Credit Card statement 

 
 
JUNE 2024 
extract from US Bank Credit Card statement 

 
 
JULY 2024 
extract from US Bank Credit Card statement 
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