
CURRY COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISIONERS AGENDA ITEM ROUTING SLIP (ARS)  
PART I – SUBMITTING DEPARTMENT: RETURN TO   BOC_OFFICE@CO.CURRY.OR.US 
 
AGENDA ITEM TITLE:       CURRY SUPPORT FOR EXPANSION OF THE SMITH RIVER 
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA – WATERSHED IN CURRY COUNTY - COMMISSIONER 
BOICE    
 
 
TIMELY FILED    Yes ☒ No  ☐              
 

AGENDA DATE:    February 16, 2022    DEPARTMENT:                                                                                                
 
Board of Commissioners  
    
1. Financial Stability  ☒     2. Economic Development  ☒     3. Quality of Life  ☒  
4. Public Trust ☒      5. Infrastructure ☒ 
 
TIME NEEDED:    10  Minutes   
  
RECOMMENDED AGENDA CATEGORY             ACTION ITEM       
MEMO ATTACHED       Yes  ☒  No ☐   
 
CONTACT PERSON:   COMMISSIONER BOICE   TODAY’S DATE:     February 12, 2022 
 

 
BRIEF BACKGROUND:   
 
Oregon State Representative David Brock Smith and I both support this legislation. We each wrote 
a letter to Senator Merkley both in 2019 and again last November. In the interest of protecting our 
critical watersheds, this is also somewhat related to the Southwest Oregon Watershed and Salmon 
Protection Act – the Curry County Board of Commissioners Supported  12-8-21 – (attached) 
 
I’m asking my CCC Board to approve my following letter with any refinements, logo, updates, etc. 
as needed.  
 
With expected approval, we would then send it to U.S. Senators Merkley and Wyden along with the 
U.S. Senate Natural Resources and Energy Committee Chair and Vice Chair Manchin and 
Barrasso. Finally, to the Del Norte County Board of Supervisors. 
 
I can offer to the Board my reasons I believe this to be good legislation and also answer any 
questions during our meeting on 2-16-22. 

mailto:BOC_Office@co.curry.or.us


    
November 2, 2021 
 
Chairman Joe Manchin III 
Ranking Member John Barrasso 
304 Dirksen Senate Building 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
RE: SUPPORT FOR EXPANSION OF THE SMITH RIVER NATIONAL RECREATION 
AREA IN CURRY COUNTY 
 
Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member John Barrasso: 
 
I am writing to express strong support for Senator Merkley’s legislation to expand the beautiful 
Smith River Watershed that originates in Southwest Oregon. 
 
This segment of the Kalmiopsis Wilderness and Smith River head waters is a national treasure 
and a valuable asset to our coastal communities. It is a stronghold in providing salmon and 
steelhead for commercial and sport fisheries and too as drinking water for our downstream 
residents. I am pleased to know that this legislation provides a permanent ban on new mining 
claims and that there is no private land involved. 
 
Thank you for your efforts to expand the Smith River National Recreation Area. It is an 
excellent investment in the health of our region. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Court Boice, Curry County Oregon Commissioner                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
541.247.3229      541.661.6150       94235 Moore St. Suite 122  Gold Beach, Or  97444          
boicec@co.curry.or.us                                   
Rare to the planet! Combining the Greatest Ocean, Biggest Trees, Most Rugged Mountains, Most Pristine Rivers, 
and the Wildest Fish...! 
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